Vocabulary List
History: Key Stage 1 

The Great Fire of London
By Emma Adams

	Tier 1 - everyday words

	ash
	Definition: the soft grey or black powder left behind after something has burned completely; after the Great Fire of London, huge parts of the city were reduced to ash, showing how powerfully the fire destroyed homes, shops and churches and leaving Londoners to look at the remains of the city they had known.
Etymology: from Old English æsce.

	brick
	Definition: a hard rectangular block made from clay that is dried and baked in a kiln; after the Great Fire, people realised that houses made from brick were much safer than wooden ones because brick does not burn easily, so many new buildings in London were rebuilt using this stronger material.
Etymology: from Old French brique.

	firefighting
	Definition: means trying to stop or control a fire before it spreads further; in 1666 there were no modern fire engines, so people had to use simple tools and teamwork to fight the flames, helping pupils understand how different emergency services were in the past.
Etymology: from Old English fyr (fire) and feohtan (to fight).

	stone
	Definition: a hard natural material found in the ground that can be used for building; stone buildings survived better than wooden ones during the Great Fire, helping people learn that the materials used to build a city can make a great difference in keeping people safe.
Etymology: from Old English stān.

	straw
	Definition: the dried stalk of cereal plants such as wheat; it was often used in bedding and roofing, but because it was so dry it caught fire quickly, making it one of the materials that helped the flames race through London.
Etymology: from Old English streaw.

	wood
	Definition: the hard material that comes from trees and was commonly used to build houses in London; because many buildings were made from wood and stood very close together, the fire spread rapidly from one building to the next.
Etymology: from Old English wudu.



	Tier 2 - high-utility academic words

	architect
	Definition: a person who designs buildings and plans how they should look and stand safely; after the Great Fire, architects helped imagine a new London with wider streets and stronger buildings, showing how disasters can lead to important changes.
Etymology: from Greek arkhi- meaning “chief” and tekton meaning “builder.”

	carriage
	Definition: a wheeled vehicle pulled by horses that people used before cars were invented; during the fire, some wealthy families loaded their belongings into carriages to escape, while poorer people often had to leave on foot with only what they could carry.
Etymology: from Old Northern French cariage, meaning “carrying"

	cobbled streets
	Definition: roads made from small rounded stones pressed into the ground; London’s narrow cobbled streets made it difficult for people and carts to move quickly, which made escaping the fire and carrying water even harder.
Etymology: cobble from Middle English meaning “rounded stone.”

	ember
	Definition: a small glowing piece of wood or coal left from a fire; strong winds carried embers through London, causing new fires to start far away from the original bakery and helping the flames spread even faster.
Etymology: from Old English æmyrge.

	firebreak
	Definition: a gap made by removing buildings or trees so that flames cannot jump across; during the Great Fire, some houses were pulled down to create firebreaks, showing how people sometimes had to destroy property in order to save the city.
Etymology: from fire and break.

	gunpowder
	Definition: an explosive powder that can create a powerful blast; during the fire, soldiers used gunpowder to blow up houses and create firebreaks, showing that dangerous tools were sometimes used to stop an even greater danger.
Etymology: from Middle English gunne and powder.

	hand squirt
	Definition: small metal tools that sprayed water when people pushed a handle; they were one of the earliest firefighting tools, but they could only spray a little water, making them far less useful than modern fire hoses.
Etymology: squirt from Middle Dutch squerten meaning “to spurt.”

	street sweeper
	Definition: people whose job was to clean rubbish and animal waste from the roads; in seventeenth-century London they helped keep the city cleaner, although the streets were still crowded, dirty and dangerous.
Etymology: from Old English swāpan, meaning “to sweep.”

	thatch
	Definition: a roof made from dried straw or reeds; many houses in London had thatched roofs, which were highly flammable and made it easier for the fire to leap from roof to roof.
Etymology: from Old English þæc, meaning “roof covering.”

	warehouse
	Definition: a large building used to store goods before they are sold; some warehouses in London held oil, timber and cloth, and these materials fed the flames and made the fire burn even more fiercely.
Etymology: from ware meaning goods and house.



	Tier 3 - subject-specific words

	Christopher Wren
	An architect who became famous for helping rebuild London after the Great Fire, and he designed the new St Paul’s Cathedral, showing how one person’s ideas can help shape a city for hundreds of years.

	Fleet Street
	An important road in London that the fire reached as it spread westwards, helping historians trace the path of the flames across the city.

	the Great Plague
	Definition: a deadly disease outbreak in 1665 that killed thousands of people in London just one year before the Great Fire, meaning Londoners faced two terrible disasters in a very short time.
Etymology: from Latin plaga, meaning “blow” or “wound.”

	Guildhall
	An important meeting place where city leaders discussed what to do during emergencies, making it a key building in understanding how London was governed in the past.

	John Evelyn
	A writer who recorded what he saw during the Great Fire, and his diary helps historians learn what the city looked, smelled and felt like during those frightening days.

	King Charles II
	The king of England when the Great Fire happened. He helped organise efforts to stop the fire.

	London Bridge
	One of the most important bridges in the city and allowed some people to escape across the River Thames while others watched the burning city from safety.

	Lord Mayor
	Definition: the leader of the City of London, responsible for making important decisions.
Etymology: mayor from Latin maior, meaning “greater.”

	Ludgate Hill
	One of the roads near St Paul’s Cathedral where the fire spread, helping us understand how close together London’s streets and buildings were.

	the Monument
	A tall stone column built near the place where the fire began, created to remind people of the disaster and to show how London remembered this important event.
Etymology: from Latin monumentum, meaning “reminder.”

	Old Bailey
	A famous court in London near areas affected by the fire, and it helps historians understand how the city changed around important buildings after 1666.

	pitch
	Definition: a thick black sticky substance used to waterproof wood and ships, but because it burns easily it helped feed the flames during the fire.
Etymology: from Old English pic.

	Royal Exchange
	A busy trading centre where merchants bought and sold goods, and its destruction showed how the fire affected London’s business as well as people’s homes.

	Samuel Pepys
	Wrote a diary describing the Great Fire, and because he recorded details such as people fleeing and buildings collapsing, his writing helps us imagine the event today.

	Sir Thomas Bludworth
	The Lord Mayor when the fire began.

	St Paul's Cathedral
	One of London’s most important churches and was destroyed in the Great Fire before being rebuilt, becoming a symbol of London rising again after disaster.

	River Thames
	The river that runs through London, and during the fire many people escaped by boat while others used the river to try to bring water to the flames.

	tradesmen
	Definition: skilled workers such as bakers, carpenters and blacksmiths who helped the city run, and many of them lost their shops and tools in the fire.
Etymology: from Middle English trade.

	wooden frame
	Definition: the strong timber skeleton that supports a building, and because many London houses had wooden frames, the fire spread quickly through whole streets.
Etymology: frame from Old English framian, meaning “to build forward.”
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