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Geography Purpose of Study Extract

· A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes.

KS1 Programme of Study

Pupils should be taught to:
· identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles

Key question: how does this unit build on prior knowledge and where might it lead?

This unit builds on the Early Learning Goals:
· Children at the expected level of development will know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.

The unit will lead to the Key Stage 2 programme of study:
· Pupils should be taught to describe and understand key aspects of physical geography and human geography.

	What are the key concepts for this unit?

· Rhythm

· Weather
· Seasons
· Locational knowledge
· Physical geography
· Climate

This book could also be used to support learning across all Key Stage 1 geography, such as:
· Naming and locating continents and oceans
· Understanding geographical differences through studying physical geography
· Exploring physical geography using basic vocabulary
	Is it worth summarising what we want pupils to know on a knowledge organiser? If so what should be included?

Key vocabulary included on knowledge organiser.




	How will we introduce it?

Look at the front and back covers of the book with the class. The cover shows the planet Earth as a simple globe. Ask pupils to share what they know about different places on the planet, using the following questions as a guide if needed, organically focusing the discussion on the hot and cold places on the planet:
· Where do we live?
· Do you know the names of any other countries? Do you know where they are?
· How are other places on Earth different from where we live?
· Why are the countries at the top and bottom white?
· Why are some countries shown to be more yellow-orange and some are green?
· Is it the same temperature everywhere on Earth?
· Is it the same temperature all year on Earth?

Read the book to the class (focusing on the main story text on the left-hand pages, rather than the detailed information on the right-hand pages), and as the pages show different places on Earth, ask pupils to do actions to show whether they think it is a hot or cold place.
	How are we going to take pupils through this unit?

Comparing seasons: Focus on the ‘Find forests tall’ page and look at the two illustrations: one showing a snowy forest, the other showing an autumnal forest. Ask pupils to discuss the differences between the two images, and then share the information paragraph on the right-hand side of the page. What do they know about seasons? Create a mind-map of the pupils’ prior understanding. You could watch this BBC Teach video to reinforce their knowledge if needed. Then ask pupils to work in pairs and give them a photocopy of these illustrations. Ask them to annotate the images with the differences between these two illustrations, demonstrating their knowledge of the seasons. Take this learning further by asking pupils to draw these forest scenes in spring and summer, identifying the idfferences between the seasons.

Local seasons: You will need to create your own blank pages of the book for this activity. To do this, lay the book out flat and draw around it on 2 large pieces of paper or card, creating 2 globe shapes. Give each pupil 2 globe shapes. Explain that they’re going to imagine they’ve been asked to add 2 pages to this book, showing what their local area is like in different seasons. Discuss the differences between the seasons, and how they change. Watch this BBC Teach video showing ‘The Great British Year’ as a discussion prompt. Ask them to choose a part of their local area that they can draw, or you may choose to all draw the same, perhaps part of the school or grounds. This would allow you to draw from reference. Ask pupils to create their images in the same style as the ‘Find forests tall’ page, with the illustrations split in 2. They should also add their own paragraph of information describing their local area in the different seasons. If you’d like, pupils could fold and stick these together, creating their own versions of the book. They could even add a front and back cover.

Local weather: Look at the ‘Sunny skies, winds that blow…’ page of the book. Focus on the illustrations, and ask pupils to come up with words to describe each part of the pictures, e.g., sunny, warm, cold, windy, cloudy, etc. Develop a word bank of different vocabulary. Some learners may find this Explore Planet English video a useful prompt for vocabulary. Read the paragraph out to the class: it asks the question ‘What is the weather like where you are today?’ Ask pupils to look outside and describe what the weather is like. Use the Met Office to search your local area, and use their interactive map to see how the weather will change during the coming days. You could also watch their video of the day’s weather forecast, and identify any other language that’s used to describe the weather. Inspired by the page in the book, give pupils a large circle, split into 5 equal sections. Label the sections Monday – Friday, and explain that pupils will monitor what the weather is like in their local area over the next 5 school days. Ask them to draw the weather for that day in the corresponding section. Ask them to repeat this over the next 5 school days, and then bring them together to discuss what they noticed about the daily local weather patterns.

Daily weather report: This activity could be combined with the previous, or carried out separatel according to the needs and abilities of your pupils. Discuss what equipment is used to measure weather, such as thermometers, weather vanes, water gauges etc. Discuss how this equipment is used, including the units of measurement. Set up a weather station in the school grounds and ask pupils to take a daily reading of the weather. From that, ask them to write and perform their own daily weather reports. 

Hot and cold areas: Provide pupils with an atlas or a relief world map. Look back through the story, focusing on the jungles, grasslands, deserts, tundra and icy poles. As you focus on each location, read the information paragraph on the right-hand page, and ask pupils to locate these places on their maps. If possible, ask pupils to mark these locations. Discuss whether it is a hot or cold place. Once you have discussed and located all these places, discuss what they notice about where the hot places are compared with the cold places. Use BBC Bitesize to introduce the term ‘Equator’, and discuss the location of hot and cold areas in relation to the Equator and the North and South poles.

Tropics, Deserts, Poles and Tundras: Open the book out, creating the globe. Cover the main globe section in a piece of plain fabric with an elastic band around the base. Ask volunteers to use pens to identify the north and south poles, the northern hemisphere and the southern hemisphere. If time allows, draw on the main continents. Then, give a volunteer a piece of coloured string and ask them to show where the equator would be on this globe. Tie the string around the middle to show the equator. Referring back to the ‘hot and cold areas’ activity, use the book-globe to mark the locations of the hot and cold areas. Organise pupils into groups of 4, and ask them to use maps and atlases to research 4 hot and cold areas – such as tropics, deserts, poles and tundras. They should find examples of each location, and identify where they are in relation to the equator and the poles. What patterns do they notice? What inferences can they make based on what they’ve found? Ask them to present their research as a group poster.  

	How will we know if our children have learnt what we have taught them?

· Pupils can identify and describe the four seasons.
· Pupils can identify and describe their local weather patterns.
· Pupils can observe and measure changes in daily weather patterns.
· Pupils can identify and describe hot and cold areas of the Earth.
· Pupils can use geographical vocabulary to describe hot and cold areas.
· Pupils can explain why seasons occur.
· Pupils can describe and explain the location of hot and cold areas in relation to the equator.

	Cross-curricular links:

Science:

Year 1: Pupils should be taught to observe changes across the four seasons; observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies.



                                                                [image: Shape

Description automatically generated with medium confidence] 

image1.png
The

Teachers’
Collection





