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	Tier 1 - everyday words

	autumn
	One of the four seasons, when weather becomes cooler and many leaves fall from trees.
Etymology: From Latin autumnus, meaning “the season of harvest.”

	cloud
	A group of tiny water drops or ice crystals floating in the sky.
Etymology: From Old English clud, meaning “a mass” or “lump.”

	hill
	A raised area of land that is lower and rounder than a mountain.
Etymology: From Old English hyll, meaning “a small rise in land.”

	ice
	Water that has frozen because the temperature is very cold.
Etymology: From Old English īs, meaning “frozen water.”

	rain
	Water that falls from clouds in drops.
Etymology: From Old English regn, meaning “rain or wetness.”

	snow
	Frozen water that falls from clouds in soft white flakes.
Etymology: From Old English snāw, meaning “snow.”

	spring
	A season when the weather becomes warmer and plants begin to grow.
Etymology: From Old English springan, meaning “to rise or grow.”

	summer
	The warmest season of the year, with longer days.
Etymology: From Old English sumor, meaning “summer.”

	weather
	What the sky and air are like each day, such as sunny, rainy, or windy.
Etymology: From Old English weder, meaning “air or sky.”

	wind
	Moving air that we can feel on our skin.
Etymology: From Old English wind, meaning “air in motion.”

	winter
	The coldest season of the year, with shorter days.
Etymology: From Old English winter, meaning “wet or cold season.”



	Tier 2 - high-utility academic words

	forest
	A large area of land covered mainly with trees.
Etymology: From Latin forestis, meaning “outside or woodland.”

	grassland
	A wide area of land covered mostly with grass and very few trees.
Etymology: From Old English græs (grass) and land (ground).

	lake
	A large area of water surrounded by land.
Etymology: From Old English lacu, meaning “stream or pool.”

	mountain
	A very high area of land with steep sides.
Etymology: From Latin mons, meaning “mountain.”

	ocean
	A very large body of salty water that covers much of the Earth.
Etymology: From Greek okeanos, meaning “great sea.”

	peak
	The very top of a mountain.
Etymology: From Middle English pek, meaning “pointed top.”

	plains
	Large, flat areas of land with few hills.
Etymology: From Latin planus, meaning “flat.”

	river
	A long, flowing body of water that moves across land.
Etymology: From Latin ripa, meaning “riverbank.”

	season
	A part of the year with its own type of weather.
Etymology: From Latin satio, meaning “time of sowing.”

	temperature
	How hot or cold something is.
Etymology: From Latin temperare, meaning “to measure or control.”

	valley
	Low land between hills or mountains, often with a river.
Etymology: From Latin vallis, meaning “valley.”



	Tier 3 - subject-specific words

	blizzard
	A very strong snowstorm with high winds and low temperatures.
Etymology: From 19th-century American English, meaning “a severe storm.”

	continent
	One of the Earth’s large land areas, such as Africa or Europe.
Etymology: From Latin continens, meaning “holding together.”

	desert
	A very dry place that gets little rain and has few plants.
Etymology: From Latin desertus, meaning “left empty.”

	glacier
	A huge, slow-moving river of ice.
Etymology: From French glacier, from Latin glacies, meaning “ice.”

	island
	A piece of land completely surrounded by water.
Etymology: From Old English īegland, meaning “water land.”

	jungle
	A land area with thick plants and trees, usually in hot places.
Etymology: From Hindi jangal, meaning “wild land.”

	poles
	The coldest places on Earth at the very top and bottom of the world.
Etymology: From Greek polos, meaning “axis” or “end point.”

	rainforest
	A forest that gets a lot of rain and has many plants and animals.
Etymology: From rain (water from clouds) and forest (woodland).

	regions
	An area of the world with similar features, such as weather or land.
Etymology: From Latin regio, meaning “area or direction.”

	savannah
	A warm grassland with scattered trees, found near the Equator.
Etymology: From Spanish sabana, meaning “grassy plain.”

	springs
	Places where water flows out of the ground naturally.
Etymology: From Old English springan, meaning “to rise up.”

	tundra
	A very cold region with frozen ground and very few trees.
Etymology: From Russian tundra, meaning “treeless plain.”

	volcano
	A mountain that can erupt with lava, ash, and gas.
Etymology: From Latin Vulcanus, the Roman god of fire.
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