Knowledge Organiser
Music: Key Stage 2 

Once Upon a Rhythm
By James Carter

	Tier 1 - everyday words

	band
	A group of musicians who play music together, often using instruments like guitars, drums, and keyboards.
Etymology: From Old French bande, meaning “a group” or “company.”

	beat
	The steady, repeating pulse in music that you might tap your foot to.
Etymology: From Old English bēatan, meaning “to strike.”

	festival
	A special event where people come together to celebrate, often with music, performances, and dancing.
Etymology: From Latin festivus, meaning “joyful” or “celebratory.”

	gig
	A live music performance by musicians or a band.
Etymology: Possibly from 19th-century slang; its exact origin is unclear, but it came to mean a paid performance.

	notes
	The individual sounds in music, written on a stave, showing how high or low a sound is.
Etymology: From Latin nota, meaning “mark” or “sign.”



	Tier 2 - high-utility academic words

	duration
	How long a musical sound or note lasts.
Etymology: From Latin durare, meaning “to last.”

	harmony
	wo or more notes played or sung together to support a melody.
Etymology: From Greek harmonia, meaning “joining” or “agreement.”

	melody
	A sequence of notes that make up the main tune of a piece of music.
Etymology: From Greek melōidia, meaning “singing” or “song.”

	pulse
	The regular heartbeat of the music, which helps musicians stay together.
Etymology: From Latin pulsus, meaning “a beat” or “push.”

	tempo
	The speed of the music — how fast or slow it is played.
Etymology: From Italian tempo, meaning “time.”



	Tier 3 - subject-specific words

	afrobeat
	A style of music from West Africa that mixes traditional African rhythms with jazz, funk, and soul.
Etymology: From Afro- (relating to Africa) and beat (rhythm).

	chant
	Music where words are spoken or sung in a repeated, rhythmic way.
Etymology: From Latin cantare, meaning “to sing.”

	choral
	Music written for a choir to sing together.
Etymology: From Latin choralis, meaning “relating to a chorus.”

	classical
	A type of music often written a long time ago, usually performed by an orchestra.
Etymology: From Latin classicus, meaning “of the highest class.”

	country
	A music style that began in rural America, often telling stories and using guitars.
Etymology: From Latin contra, meaning “land” or “region.”

	dub
	A style of music from Jamaica that uses strong bass and sound effects.
Etymology: From the word double, referring to remixing or reworking music.

	folk
	Traditional music passed down through generations, often linked to a culture or place.
Etymology: From Old English folc, meaning “people.”

	jazz
	A music style that began in the USA, known for improvisation and swing rhythms.
Etymology: Probably from early 20th-century slang meaning “energy” or “spirit.”

	orchestra
	A large group of musicians playing instruments like strings, woodwind, brass, and percussion.
Etymology: From Greek orkhēstra, meaning “dance space.”

	pluck
	To play a string instrument by pulling the string with a finger.
Etymology: From Old English pluccian, meaning “to pull.”

	pop
	Popular music that is catchy and widely listened to.
Etymology: Short for popular, from Latin popularis, meaning “of the people.”

	rap
	Music where words are spoken rhythmically over a beat.
Etymology: From Old English rappian, meaning “to strike” or “talk sharply.”

	rhythm
	The pattern of long and short sounds in music.
Etymology: From Greek rhythmos, meaning “measured movement.”

	rock 'n' roll
	A style of music with a strong beat, often using electric guitars and drums.
Etymology: From African American slang meaning “to move” or “dance.”

	samba
	A lively Brazilian music and dance style with strong rhythms.
Etymology: From African languages, meaning “to dance.”

	soul
	A style of music combining gospel, rhythm and blues, and strong emotional expression.
Etymology: From Old English sāwol, meaning “spirit.”

	strum
	To play a string instrument by brushing across the strings.
Etymology: From Middle English strommen, meaning “to play music.”

	swing
	A rhythmic feel where the music has a bouncing, flowing quality.
Etymology: From Old English swingan, meaning “to move back and forth.”
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