
Draft Unit Plan
History: Key Stage 2 

Children of the Benin Kingdom
By Dinah Orji

History Purpose of Study Extract
· History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.

KS2 Programme of Study

Pupils should be taught about:
· a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300.

Key question: how does this unit build on prior knowledge and where might it lead?

This unit builds on the Key Stage 1 Programme of Study:
· Pupils should be taught about events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally.

The unit will lead to the Key Stage 3 Programme of Study:
· Pupils should be taught about at least one study of a significant society or issue in world history and its interconnections with other world developments.

	What are the key concepts for this unit?

· Origins of the Benin Kingdom
· Change and continuity 
· Historical interpretation

It is important to note that this story is set in the 12th Century when the kingdom was known as Igodomigodo, before the creation of the Benin Bronzes. Therefore, this story would work well as an introduction to the topic of the Benin Kingdom. This unit plan specifially explores how this story can be used as part of the history curriculum, as opposed to representing an entire topic plan for the Benin Kingdom.

This story offers wonderful opportunities for learning in the english curriculum - this unit plan focuses on ways the story can be used to support the history curriculum.
	Is it worth summarising what we want pupils to know on a knowledge organiser? If so what should be included?

Key information and vocabulary included on knowledge organiser.



	How will we introduce it?

Look at the front cover of the book as a class, and ask pupils if they have heard of the Benin Kingdom before. Guide a discussion about the Benin Kingdom, asking pupils to use the following sentence starters:
· I know…
· I think…
· I wonder…?
If pupils need further scaffolding, extend the sentence starters with the prompts 'who, where, why, when, what and how'. Bring more evidence in to the discussion by introducing the map of the Benin Kingdom shown on page 3. Write pupils' ideas on 3 different pieces of paper, and use these to plot the learning journey the class will take. Pupils can add to these at any time throughout the unit.
	How are we going to take pupils through this unit?

Map & Prologue: The prologue and intial map tell us that this story is set in a part of West Africa in the 12th Century. Explore the map on page 3 together amd discuss as a class, using the questions below as a guide. Ask pupils to place this on a world history timeline and discuss what other significant events were taking place around this time. You could use an online interactive timeline map, such as TimeMap to support this activity. 
· What can you infer about life, beliefs and society in West Africa in the 12th Century based on the map?
· How might society, daily life and beliefs be similar to/different from other parts of the world at the same time?
· What is this land called? (Use the information on pages 200-201 to add further detail.)

Maps: Another map created in the medieval period is the Mappa Mundi, in Hereford. Explore the digital Mappa Mundi, focusing on the way it shows Africa. This video also provides helpful context. Use the following questions to guide a discussion:
· What is the purpose of the Mappa Mundi?
· What does the Mappa Mundi tell you about medieval England's knowledge of Africa?
· Would many people in England have known about the Kingdom of Benin? Why do you think this? 
· What impact might this have had on relations between England and Africa later on?

Comparison: As pupils read the book, they will be able to build a bigger picture of life in Igodomigodo. Use the story to understand:
· Beliefs
· The Sky-King, divination, ancestors, festivals, healing herbs (see pages 212-215)
· Community
· Chiefs, craftsmen, guilds, elders, (see pages 206-207)
· Craft
· Ironsmiths, brass, weaving, ivory, farming, woodcarving, 
· Trade
· Cowrie shells, slaves, pottery, (see page 203)
· Challenges
· Warriors, rainforest, animals, the great river, weapons, 
· Food and diet
· Bean cakes, yams, fruit, palm nuts, bambara beans, kola nuts, 
· Clothing
· Wrapper, jewellery, fans, 

· Home and shelter
· Clay buildings, thatched roof, oil lamps, patterned walls, 
Pupils may present their understanding in any way, such as writing, drama, presentation, etc.

Appendix: The appendix includes questions addressing the real story of the Benin Kingdom. While the main narrative is set in the early Benin Kingdom, these questions can be used as a prompt for learning about how the Benin Kingdom changed in the 12th Century and beyond. As part of this further exploration, you may wish to use the book 'Explore! Benin' by Izzi Howell. 

Ogisos to Obas: Look at the question on page 209 - What happened to the Ogisos? Challenge pupils to find out the answer to this question, using pages 6 and 7 of 'Explore! Benin' and the information shared on page 209 of 'Children of the Benin Kingdom'. You may also wish to use online resources such as BBC Bitesize. Use the following questions as prompts:
· What changes took place in the 1100-1200s?
· What were the reasons for these changes?
· What were the consequences of these changes?
· Were these changes positive or negative? Why do you think this?

Benin Bronzes: This book only briefly mentions the Benin bronzes in the appendix. Share images of the Benin bronzes with pupils, but without any other additional information. Ask pupils to work in pairs or small groups to explore the images and see what they can find out about life in the Benin Kingdom from the bronzes. Images are available via museum websites, but also The Benin Kingdom Museum and Digital Benin. Guide discussions using prompt questions, such as:
· What was the purpose of the bronzes? (Decorative, religious, other?)
· Who are the figures depicted?
· What do they tell us about the people of Benin?
· What do they tell us about status and power?
· What do they tell us about Benin's interactions with traders from other countries?
· How do they compare and contrast with art from Britain at that time?
Pupils could then use 'Explore! Benin' to find out more about the bronzes themselves.

1897: On page 211, the book briefly mentions that the Benin bronzes were 'stolen by the British armed forces in 1897'. Provide pupils with different sources of information about what happened to the Benin bronzes and ask pupils to interrogate the sources using the following questions as prompts:
· Is this a primary or secondary source?
· Who made it? Were they present at that time?
· In which country was this source produced? How might that affect the information?
· When and where was the source created?
· Why was the source created? - inform, persuade, entertain, record, etc?
· How does the source present information? - neutral, emotional or biased?
· What words and phrases do they use to describe events? Why do you think that language is chosen? What difference does it make?
· Does the source provide a complete picture? Is any information missing?
Suggested sources:
· The Benin History Project - article
· The Benin History Project - article 2
· Digital Benin - video
· David Olusoga - Civilisations - video
· British Museum - article
· Liverpool Museum - article
· Horniman Museum - article
· The Guardian - article
· BBC Bitesize - short article
· 'Explore! Benin' by Izzi Howell, pages 26-27 - book

Constructing the Past: At the very end of the book, there is a letter from the publisher which includes the following:
"We commissioned Dinah Orji to write 'The Children of the Benin Kingdom' because this was a period of history that deserves wider celebration…This was a special time and place that we really wanted to bring to life." 
· Why do you think the publisher has included this statement?
· Why has this period of history not been celebrated in the past?
· In this letter, the publisher describes the Edo kingdom as culturally rich. How does this description compare with the way African history is normally talked about in Britain?
· Which period of the Benin Kingdom's history do you think is most significant? Why?
· Which period of the Benin Kingdom's history do you think people in Britain should know most about? Why?

	How will we know if our children have learnt what we have taught them?

· Pupils can identify and compare changes within and across differenr periods.
· Pupils can discuss the beliefs, behaviour and customs of the society of medieval Benin.
· Pupils can compare accounts from different sources about the same event.
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